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Sponsored by:

UK Overseas Territories Conservation Forum has been helping governmental and non-governmental 
conservation organisations in TCI for the last 17 years, and the book authors have been involved personally 
throughout this period. These booklets describe where to watch birds and view some of the other heritage 
features. Each book (of between 48 and 60 pages, with full colour maps and photos) contains:  
•	 Forewords by the TCI Director of Environment and Maritime Affairs (Kathleen McNary Wood) and the 

TCI Director of Culture (David Bowen). 
•	 Note about supporting conservation of the natural and cultural heritage. 
•	 Introduction about the purpose and nature of the booklet. 
•	 Practical information about getting there, facilities (in more detail for the family 

islands than for Provo, which has this information available in many other 
publications),  other sources of information etc. 

•	 Heritage and wildlife tours around various parts of the island, in total covering 
most of the island. On most islands, this is a driving route (with some optional bits 
of walking) linked to the map (see right). 

•	 Maps of the island, showing recommended routes (see right) and main features. 
•	 Sections on visiting some special features of each island
•	 Fully illustrated section on the water-birds, land-birds, and sea-birds of each island 

are either integrated in the tour or included as separate sections 
•	 A little section on simple geology, which helps understand the landscape. 
•	 A section on geography and history.

animals disturbed by the cattle, donkeys 
and horses with which they associate. 
Cattle egrets are great wanderers, and 
colonised the Americas (probably 
initially from West Africa to Brazil) 
naturally within the last century.

Another fish-eater, common in the 

salinas, is 
the tricolored 
heron (above), 
about the same 
size as the 
snowy egret.  

So is the little 
blue heron 

(confusingly uniform dark gray as an 
adult, white as an immature and mottled 
as it moults from one to the other). Bills 
of all are bluish and legs greenish

The great blue 
heron (top 
right) is by far 
the largest of 
the herons and 
egrets occurring 
in TCI. Unlike 
its smaller 
relatives, it is 
a non-breeding 

winter visitor from North America.

The smallest of the family in TCI is the 
green heron (right). It hunts by stalking 
through well vegetated ponds, often 
along branches and is easily overlooked - 

until it announces itself, and possibly 
flies, with its loud, harsh ‘kow-kow’ call, 
which also gives it a local name.
The other common heron of TCI is the 
yellow-crowned night-heron. These birds 
may hunt in the day as well as at night. 
Their heavy bills are well adapted to 
taking their main prey, land crabs. The 
crisp black, white and grey plumage of the 
adults contrast with the mottled brown of 
the juveniles (below).
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Legend    

1. Main route  

2. Return route alternatives  

3. Field-roads (paths)  

4. King Road (not recommended)  
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