
 

JOINT COMMUNIQUE 

Delegations of the Mauritian and British Governments met in Port Louis on Tuesday 21 July 2009 for 
the second round of talks on Chagos Archipelago/British Indian Ocean Territory.  The Mauritian 
delegation was led by Mr S C Seeballuck, Secretary to Cabinet and Head of the Civil Service.  The 
British delegation was led by Mr Colin Roberts, Director of Overseas Territories Department, Foreign 
and Commonwealth Office.  The purpose of the meeting was to resume dialogue between Mauritius 
and the United Kingdom on the Chagos Archipelago/British Indian Ocean Territory.   

 

Both delegations reiterated their respective positions on sovereignty and resettlement as expressed 
at the first round of talks held in London on 14 January 2009.   

 

The British side provided an update on developments regarding the proceedings before the 
European Court of Human Rights.   

 

Both delegations were of the view that it would be desirable to have a coordinated submission for 
an extended continental shelf in the Chagos Archipelago/British Indian Ocean Territory region to the 
UN Commission on the Limits of the Continental Shelf, in order not to prejudice the interest of 
Mauritius in that area and to facilitate its consideration by the Commission.  It was agreed that a 
joint technical team would be set up with officials from both sides to look into possibilities and 
modalities of such a coordinated approach, with a view to informing the next round of talks.   

 

The British delegation proposed that consideration be given to preserving the marine biodiversity in 
the waters surrounding the Chagos Archipelago/British Indian Ocean Territory by establishing a 
marine protected area in the region.  The Mauritian side welcomed, in principle, the proposal for 
environmental protection and agreed that a team of officials and marine scientists from both sides 
meet to examine the implications of the concept with a view to informing the next round of talks.  
The UK delegation made it clear that any proposal for the establishment of the marine protected 
area would be without prejudice to the outcome of the proceedings at the European Court of 
Human Rights.   

 

The Mauritian side reiterated the proposal  it made in the first round of the talks for the setting up of 
a mechanism to look into the joint issuing of fishing licences in the region of the Chagos 
Archipelago/British Indian Ocean Territory.  The UK delegation agreed to examine this proposal and 
stated that such examination would also include consideration of the implications of the proposed 
marine protected area.   



 

Both sides agreed to meet in London on a date to be mutually agreed upon during the first fortnight 
of October 2009.   

 

Both Governments agreed that nothing in the conduct or content of the present meeting shall be 
interpreted as: 

 

(a) a change in the position of Mauritius with regard to sovereignty over the Chagos 
Archipelago/British Indian Ocean Territory; 

(b) a change in the position of the United Kingdom with regard to sovereignty over the Chagos 
Archipelago/British Indian Ocean Territory; 

(c) recognition of or support for the position of Mauritius or the United Kingdom with regard to 
sovereignty over the Chagos Archipelago/British Indian Ocean Territory; 

(d) no act or activity carried out by Mauritius, United Kingdom or third parties as a consequence 
and in the implementation of anything agreed to, in the present meeting or in any similar 
subsequent meetings shall constitute a basis for affirming, supporting, or denying the 
position of Mauritius or the United Kingdom regarding sovereignty of the Chagos 
Archipelago/British Indian Ocean Territory.   
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